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our Nation strong and free, peaceful and
proud, a powerful beacon of hope for the
world.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on the Terrorist Bombing
in Omagh, Northern Ireland
August 15, 1998

Today’s terrorist bombing in Omagh was
a barbaric act intended to wreck Northern
Ireland’s aspirations for peace and reconcili-
ation. On behalf of every American, I con-
demn this butchery and hope that the cul-
prits will be brought to justice quickly. I ex-
tend our deep sympathy to those affected by
this tragedy. I renew my pledge to stand with
the people of Northern Ireland against the
perpetrators of violence; they will find no
friends here.

Now is the time for the parties of peace
in Northern Ireland to redouble their efforts.

Address to the Nation on Testimony
Before the Independent Counsel’s
Grand Jury
August 17, 1998

Good evening. This afternoon in this room,
from this chair, I testified before the Office
of Independent Counsel and the grand jury.
I answered their questions truthfully, includ-
ing questions about my private life, questions
no American citizen would ever want to an-
swer.

Still I must take complete responsibility
for all my actions, both public and private.
And that is why I am speaking to you tonight.

As you know, in a deposition in January
I was asked questions about my relationship
with Monica Lewinsky. While my answers
were legally accurate, I did not volunteer in-
formation. Indeed, I did have a relationship
with Ms. Lewinsky that was not appropriate.
In fact, it was wrong. It constituted a critical
lapse in judgment and a personal failure on
my part for which I am solely and completely
responsible.

But I told the grand jury today, and I say
to you now, that at no time did I ask anyone
to lie, to hide or destroy evidence, or to take
any other unlawful action.

I know that my public comments and my
silence about this matter gave a false impres-
sion. I misled people, including even my
wife. I deeply regret that. I can only tell you
I was motivated by many factors: first, by a
desire to protect myself from the embarrass-
ment of my own conduct. I was also very
concerned about protecting my family. The
fact that these questions were being asked
in a politically inspired lawsuit which has
since been dismissed was a consideration,
too.

In addition, I had real and serious con-
cerns about an Independent Counsel inves-
tigation that began with private business
dealings 20 years ago, dealings, I might add,
about which an independent Federal agency
found no evidence of any wrongdoing by me
or my wife over 2 years ago. The Independ-
ent Counsel investigation moved on to my
staff and friends, then into my private life.
And now the investigation itself is under in-
vestigation. This has gone on too long, cost
too much, and hurt too many innocent peo-
ple.

Now this matter is between me, the two
people I love most, my wife and our daugh-
ter, and our God. I must put it right, and
I am prepared to do whatever it takes to do
so. Nothing is more important to me person-
ally. But it is private. And I intend to reclaim
my family life for my family. It’s nobody’s
business but ours. Even Presidents have pri-
vate lives.

It is time to stop the pursuit of personal
destruction and the prying into private lives
and get on with our national life. Our country
has been distracted by this matter for too
long. And I take my responsibility for my part
in all of this; this is all I can do. Now it is
time—in fact, it is past time—to move on.
We have important work to do, real opportu-
nities to seize, real problems to solve, real
security matters to face.

And so, tonight I ask you to turn away from
the spectacle of the past 7 months, to repair
the fabric of our national discourse, and to
return our attention to all the challenges and
all the promise of the next American century.
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Thank you for watching, and good night.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:02 p.m. from
the Map Room at the White House.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Deployment of Troops To Protect
the United States Embassy in Albania
August 18, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
After receiving credible information of a

possible attack against the U.S. embassy in
Tirana, Albania, similar to the attacks against
our missions in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam,
the Department of State authorized the
draw-down of embassy personnel. Embassy
business is currently conducted from the
Rilindja Ridge Housing Complex in Tirana,
as a new embassy building with improved se-
curity features is currently undergoing con-
struction. The Marine Security Guard de-
tachment at the embassy consists of six Ma-
rines.

Consequently, to enhance security at the
present site of embassy operations, on Sun-
day, August 16, 1998, at about 12:00 p.m.
eastern daylight time, a combat-equipped
unit consisting of about 200 Marines from
the 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit and 10
Navy SEALS was deployed to Albania to pro-
vide security to the embassy compound at
the Rilindja Ridge site. These personnel were
deployed from ships that were already in the
Adriatic Sea region preparing for an amphib-
ious NATO military exercise, which was
scheduled for August 17–22, 1998. As of Au-
gust 17, 1998, all personnel from this unit
except for 50 Marines have returned to their
ships to participate in the previously sched-
uled NATO exercise. United States Armed
Forces personnel will continue to augment
security at the Rilindja Ridge compound
until it is determined that the additional se-
curity support is unnecessary.

I have taken this action pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed,
consistent with the War Powers Resolution.
I appreciate the support of the Congress in

this action to assist in embassy security and
the security of American citizens overseas.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Executive Order 13098—Blocking
Property of UNITA and Prohibiting
Certain Transactions With Respect
to UNITA
August 18, 1998

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601
et seq.), section 5 of the United Nations Par-
ticipation Act of 1945, as amended (22
U.S.C. 287c) (UNPA), and section 301 of
title 3, United States Code, in view of United
Nations Security Council Resolutions 1173
of June 12, 1998, and 1176 of June 24, 1998,
and in order to take additional steps with re-
spect to the actions and policies of the
National Union for the Total Independence
of Angola (UNITA) and the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 12865, I,
William J. Clinton, President of the
United States of America, hereby order:

Section 1. Except to the extent provided
in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses
issued pursuant to this order, and notwith-
standing the existence of any rights or obliga-
tions conferred or imposed by any inter-
national agreement or any contract entered
into or any license or permit granted prior
to the effective date of this order, all property
and interests in property that are in the
United States, that hereafter come within the
United States, or that are or hereafter come
within the possession or control of United
States persons, of UNITA, or of those senior
officials of UNITA, or adult members of their
immediate families, who are designated pur-
suant to section 5 of this order, are hereby
blocked.
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